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FOOCHOW. 

By  Consal  A.  W.  Pontiu.s,  March  8. 

Tiie  population  of  the  Foochow  district  is  roushly  estimated  at 
ubout  lO.OOO.OOO.  The  one  large  city  in  the  district  is  Foochow  with 
about  GoO,OOU  inhabitants.  Xo  railroads  exist  in  the  district.  Goods 
are  transported  over  the  waterways  and  overland  by  coolie  back  on 
small  stone  lootpaths.  Foreign  vessels  are  compelled  to  anchor  at 
1  agoda  Island,  owing  to  the  shallowness  of  the  river. 

The  Manioi  Arsenal  at  Pagoda  Anchorage  is  an  extensive  Govern- 
ment establishment,  and  several  good-sized  vessels  have  been  con- 
structed there  in  the  past.  There  is  a  dock  in  connection  with  the 
arsenal.  The  dock  is  over  300  feet  long  and  has  very  powerful 
pumps  and  a  good  steel  caisson.  An  official  survey  made  of  the 
upper  Mm  Kiver,  between  Pagoda  Anchorage  and  Foochow,  showed 
that  an  improvement  of  the  river  to  a  navigable  depth  of  10  feet  at 
low  water  was  quite  feasible  by  the  simplest  means,  i.  e.,  drainino^ 
works  without  dredging,  such  improvement  to  cost  roughly  $800  000 
divided  over  four  years.  Lack  of  funds,  however,  holds  the  proiect 
m  abeyance.  ^     "• 

Eesources  of  the  District. 

The  resources  of  this  district  are  sufficient  to  indicate  an  annual 
purchasing  power  of  more  than  $8,000,000.  Shipments  of  i^roduce 
to  Europe  and  the  United  States  are  con-fined  almost  entirely  to  tea 
with  small  quantities  of  camphor,  egg  albumen,  feathers,  lacquer  ware' 
and  molybdenum.  Other  exports  are  timber/paper,  bamboo  shoots', 
olives,  oranges,  camphor  oil,  molybdenum,  and  tin  foil.  The  natural 
products  are  coal,  iron,  copper,  gold,  lead,  zinc,  molybdenum,  and 
timber  Most  of  the  mines  are  still  in  the  prospecting  sta-e  and 
capital  combined  with  perseverance  will  be  needed  before  th?  mines 
produce  any  results  to  speak  of.  The  lack  of  an  American  firm 
and  bank  will  always  act  as  a  handicap  in  the  development  of  the 
export  trade  with  the  bnited  States.  The  several  British  firms  en- 
pged  in  the  shipment  of  tea  to  the  United  States  look  uj^on  this 
trade  as  a  side  line  as  their  efforts  are  principally  confined  to  fur- 
thering trade  with  British  markets.  The  major  portion  of  the  export 
Zrt\  ^  r  \"'^''^  )ii''^'^''^  ^'^"PPcd  to  Hongkong  for  transship- 
ment to  (  estinat.on.  Tea  shipped  to  the  ITnited  States  in  a  good  yeir 
will  t«>tal  in  value  more  than  $(;00,000,  and  every  poundln  recent 
years  has  been  consigned  through  British  firms. 
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Trade  Eeview. 

TIic  net  value  of  the  tnule  of  the  port  during  1917  was  $16,441,132, 
forei^crn  imports  $r),831,4}<(>,  native  imports  $y,181.85G,  and  exports 
$7,427,780.  Expressed  in  the  Chinese  customs  unit  the  vahic  of  the 
total  trade  in  comparison  witli  IDIG  declined  by  4,891,341  Haikwan 
taels.  Imports  from  foreign  countries  declined  by  1,183,001  taels, 
exports  by  2,051,401  taels,  and  imports  from  Chinese  ports  by 
1,050,219  taels.  Exchange  continued  its  upward  tendency  and  for 
the  first  time  in  many  years  the  customs  unit,  the  Haikwan  tael,  ex- 
ceeded the  United  States  gold  dollar  in  value.  The  average  value  of 
the  Haikwan  tael  during  1917  as  compared  Avith  the  United  States 
dollar  rose  to  $1.08,  Avhile  in  1910  the  average  value  of  this  currency 
unit  was  $0.8283. 

The  value  of  the  direct  trade  with  foreign  countries  follows : 
Hongkong,  $4,203,100;  Japan,  $2,043,479;  Great  Britain,  $224,190; 
Singapore,  Straits  Settlements,  $200,087;  United  States,  $107,470; 
Russia,  $105,210;  France,  $90,230;  British  India,  $94,271;  and  ^outh 
America,  $38,919. 
Eevenue  and  Shipping  Tonnage — Silver  Fluctuates. 

The  customs  revenues  for  1917  were :  Import  duties,  $107,001 ;  ex- 
port duties,  $201,959;  coast  trade,  $43,399;  transit  dues,  $12,732; 
tonnage  dues,  $7,288.  The  total  collection  was  only  half  that  of  a 
good  year.  The  number  of  steamers  entering  during  1917  Avas  525, 
with  a  total  tonnage  of  310,035.  about  85,000  tons  less  than  in  1910. 
The  nationalities  were:  Chinese,  340  of  133,750  tons;  Briti.sh,  82  of 
100,548  tons;  Japanese,  90  of  70,185  tons;  Dutch,  4  of  3,348  tons; 
French,  American,  and  Norwegian,  1  each  of  997,  952,  and  849  tons, 
respectively.  The  total  business  done  by  the  shipping  companies 
was  in  excess  of  $700,000.  Freights  on  an  average  were  raised  about 
15  ))er  cent.  Silver  steadily  rose  from  39g  pence  in  July  to  55  pence 
in  September,  a  figure  that  has  not  been  exceeded  since  1878.  The 
price  declined  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  stood  at  43^  pence.  This 
unusual  rise  was  caused  by  the  scarcity  of  the  metal,  due  to  large 
buying  orders  by  China,  while  India  made  heavy  purchases  for  coin- 
age. The  coast  rate  on  Hongkong  has  been  at  a  discount  throughout 
the  year,  the  highest  point  touched  being  9  per  cent  in  July,  the 
rate  at  the  close  of  the  year  being  4  per  cent. 

Foreign  and  Native  Banks  in  Foocliow. 

The  three  foreign  banks  in  Foochow  represent  two  British  and  one 
Japanese.  Exchange  on  European  and  American  points  is  usually 
bought  and  sold  frqely.  Rates  on  all  Asiatic  ports  also  are  quoted. 
Responsible  foreign  firms  have  no  difliculty  in  receiving  financial 
assistance  from  the  foreign  banks.  The  native  banks  arc  tiie  medium 
of  financing  the  planting  and  movement  of  interior  crops,  and  keep 
the  timber  trade  on  a  sound  footing.  They  also  facilitate  the  export 
trade  between  native  ports,  but  do  not  quote  exchange  on  foreign 
countries.  The  37  native  banks  in  Foochow  have  a  combined  capital 
of  $800,000  and  notes  outstanding  aggregating  $950,000.  The  net 
profits  of  these  banks  during  1917  amounted  to  about  $200,000.  About 
20  small  failures  occurred  during  the  year,  the  banks  losing  about 
$110,000.  On.  account  of  poor  trade  conditions  only  the  higher  class 
of  merchants  were  granted  the  usual  short-term  loans  at  a  monthly 
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interest  of  1.1  per  cent.  Pass-book  loans  at  monthly  interest  of  1| 
per  cent  also  ^Yere  curtailed.  The  GoA'ernment  bank  had  a  good  year 
with  a  profit  of  about  $85,000. 

Articles  Imported  into  Foochow. 

The  i^rincipal  articles  imported  into  Foochow,  with  their  quantity, 
during  the  past  two  years  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


Cotton  eoods,  foreign: 

IMankcts pieces. 

Cambrias,    bwns,    and 

muslins pieces. 

Cloth— 

.Tapane.<;c do. . . 

T  cloth do... 

Cotton  cuts,  dyed .  yards. 
Crimps  and  crepons.  do. . 
Drills— 

American pieces. 

English do... 

Flanni'lettcs,  plain, 

d.ved,    and     printed, 

pieces 

Handkerchiefs .  .dozens. 
Italians,  plain  and  fiR- 

urcd pieces. 

Jeans do 

Lastincs,    colored    and 

liKurod jiicccs . . 

Lcnos  and  balzarincs, 
white, dyed, nnd  print- 
ed   -picr-es.. 

Poplin.-;,  plain  and  fig- 
ured  pieces.. 

Prints,  plain do 

ShirtLnes,  plain — 

Dyea do 

Gray do 

Horigkonp,       dyed, 

pieces 

White pieces. . 

Thread  on  spools. p-oss.. 

Towels dozens. . 

Turkev-red  cottons  and 

dyo'l  T  clolhs.  .pieces. . 

Velvets  and  velveteens, 

yards 

Yarn- 
Indian  pounds.. 

Jaixincse do 

Cotton  goods,  Chinese: 

Cotton  yarn pounds. . 

Nankeens do 

Miscellaneous  piece  goods: 
Woolen  goods — 

Camlets,      English, 

pieces 

Spanish     stripes, 

vards 

Metals  and  minerals,  foreign: 

Asbcstoi pounds . . 

("opper do 

Iron do 

Lead  in  pigs  and  bars, 

pound.5 

Metals  and  minerals,  Chinese: 

1-ead pounds.. 

.'iteel do.... 

Tin  in  slabs do 

Sundries,  foreipi: 

Bcchede  mcr do 

Birds'  nc-sts do 

Candles do 

Cereals,  rice clo 

Cigarettes value . . 

Clocks  and  watches, 
value 


1916 


14,657 

13S, 4R2 
7S,012 

14r>,S]l 
13, C66 

1,2-10 
7,275 


i4,nsi 
21,454 

11,2C0 
3,268 

3,483 


1,515 


110,795 


1917 


11,137 

03, 470 
55,  .588 
217.670 
22, 120 

6S5 
2,950 


1.5,346 
14,587 

12, 562 
3,285 

2,219 


3,379 


630 
11,099 

696 
9,493 

2,628 
75,629 

2,720 
56, 369 

9,537 
13,236 

9,088 
24,695 

11,621 
14,101 
10,097 
14, 024 

6,583 

6,893 

36, 722 

6,410 

2,470,666 
249,!- CO 

1,807,000 
517,733 

1,271,466 
500,400 

1,268,  .533 
398, C33 

8,800 
21,200 
618, 133 

128, 606 
3.5,  000 
44.5,  733 

1,378,  COO 

632, 133 

210, 600 

17,7.^3 

607,000 

1.53,066 

12,  (XX) 

382,  '^OO 

472,400 
2,y<>6 
160,0.3.3 
27S,000 
841,427 

410, FOO 

3,(W3 

223.  IXi 

1,7?2,;;06 

f 63, 898 

JIG,  f 03 


Articles. 


Sundries,  foreign— Con td. 

Coal tons.. 

Cuttlefish pounds. . 

I'yes,  aniline value. . 

Fans,  palm-leaf,  .pieces. . 

Fish,  dried  ana  salt, 
pounds 

Flour pounds . . 

(JInscng value. . 

C, lass,  window . . . boxes . . 

Machinery value.. 

Matches,  Japanese, 
gioss 

Mats,  tea pieces.. 

Mussels,  dried,  .pounds. . 

Oils,  kerosene — 

A  merif  an . . .  gallons . . 

Borneo do 

Japanese do 

Sumatra do 

Pepper,  black  and  white, 
pounds 

Rattans pounds. . 

Sandalwood do 

Seaweed  and  agar-agar, 
pounds 

Seed,  seiamum. pounds. . 

Sugar— 

Bro\\Ti do 

White  and  refined, 

pounds 

Candy pounds.. 

Treasure,    silver   coins, 

value 

Sundries,  Chinese: 

Beans pounds. . 

Cereal.s — 

Rice do 

Wheat do 

Coal tons.. 

Cockles pounds.. 

Cotton,  raw do 

Fates,  black  and  red, 
pounds 

Fans pieces. . 

Fiber,  hemp pounds.. 

Firecrackers do 

Flour- 
Potato do 

Wheat do 

Fungus do 

Indigo,  liquid do 

J-ily  (lowers,  dried. do 

Medicines value. . 

Pipes,  tobacco,  brass, 
and  white  metal, 
pieces 

Seed — 

Melon pounds.. 

Sesamura do 

Silk  piece  goods . .  .do 

Tobacco— 

l>eaf. ..; do 

Prei>ared do 

Treasure — 

Gold  dust  and  bars, 

value 

Silver  coins...  value. . 


1916 


8,370 
772. 9«3 
$3,. 508 
507, 510 

12,  .540, 7.33 

261, 333 

$51,022 

2,347 

$23, 467 

307, 157 
811,900 
441,733 

2,411,343 
565,816 
359,415 
747,371 

69,066 
585, 200 
450,933 

2,169,400 
280,400 

154,000 

0, 833, 200 
1,141,433 

$395, 786 

21,130,933 

155, 000 

40,0.33 

15.091 

1,923,066 

243, 000 

2,114,206 
211,314 
970. 533 
314,933 

2,217,600 

tl,29;),C00 

lOii.L'OO 

1,789,  .333 

949,006 

$111,357 


11,130 

1,0*??,  933 

460,400 

41,733 

131,460 
6S3.860 


5H4.407 
iOJo, 089 


5,  773 
790, 1.33 
$12,300 
611,074 

10, 282, 533 

310,  .533 

$35,9.37 

2,790 

$48, 430 

308, 936 
169,300 
388,000 


547,262 
409,110 
439,353 

93,600 
450,933 
322, 400 

2,029,200 
172,933 

78,666 

6,357,433 
2, 234, 266 

$137,013 

13,250,800 

16, 276, 266 

28,066 

5.0.55 

1,303,600 

308,800 

1,154.800 
213,017 
248,  .533 
213,466 

2,2.36,000 

31,2.38,266 

176,133 

1,323,200 

605, 33;} 

$112,682 


8,057 

783, 733 
297,466 
23,066 

48,  .5.33 
007,466 


$10^.188 
$1,152,255 
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Japanese  Cotton  Ooods  Predominate. 

A\'ith  the  exception  of  wliite  plain  shirtings,  dyed  cotton  cuts,  cot- 
ton italinns.  tiirkey-rcd  dotli.  flannellcttes,  and  Japanese  cotton 
yarn,  importations  decreased  in  all  linos  of  cotton  goods.  About  30 
wtiolesale  and  80  retail  native  piece-goods  merchants  arc  located  in 
Foochow.  In  a  good  year  they  do  a  business  exceeding  $500,000. 
The  low  stocks  in  Shanghai  and  the  high  freight  prevailing  were 
responsible  for  an  advance  in  prices  of  50  per  cent,  and  the  local 
wholesalers  realized  a  good  profit  on  the  stocks  of  foreign  cotton 
cloth-held  over.  Before  the  war  the  British  manufacturer  had  a 
monopoly  of  the  piece-goods  trade;  but  the  Japanese  merchant  has 
supplanted  the  British  cloth  to  a  consideral^le  extent.  Japanese 
salesmen  have  been  visiting  the  local  trade  at  regular  intervals;  and, 
as  a  result,  about  70  per  cent  of  the  piece-goods  trade  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  Japanese  manufacturers.  With  the  exception  of 
several  small  imports  of  drills  and  flannels  no  American  cotton,  ploth 
appeared  on  the  local  market.  The  American  manufacturer  hft.s  as 
yet  failed  to  sIioav  any  great  activity  in  endeavoring  to  secure  a  sub- 
stantial share  in  the  cotton-goods  trade  in  this  district. 

Piece  goods  in  best  demand  are  gray  and  Avhite  plain  shirtings, 
T  cloth,  drills,  jeans,  cotton  ]n"ints,  Japanese  cotton  cloth,  turkey-red 
cottons,  cotton  italians,  poplin,  and  flannel.  Shirtings,  gray"^  and 
white,  plain,  were  of  Japanese  and  British  manufacture.  Of  a  total 
of  2,100  pieces  of  flannel  imported,  500  pieces  Avere  of  An^rican 
manufacture,  the  remainder  coming  from  Japan  and  England. 
Most  of  the  T  cloth  came  from  Japan  while  in  importations  of 
jeans  the  British  and  Japanese  manufacturers  had  each  an  equal 
share.  Importations  of  Japanese  cotton  yam  increased  by  more 
than  250,000  pounds  Avhile  Indian  yarn  declined  by  more  than  650,- 
000  pounds. 

Metal  Trade. 

The  total  value  of  importations  of  metal  and  minerals  in  Foochow 
in  an  ordinary  year  is  about  $800,000.  Ten  large  native  fimis  are 
engaged  in  the  trade,  half  of  them  doing  a  special  business  in  lead 
in  pigs,  tin  in  slabs,  tinned  plates,  and  quicksilver.  The  native  mer- 
chants purchase  their  stocks  in  Shanghai  and  Hongkong,  no  direct 
trade  with  foreign  countries  having  so  far  been  eft'ected.  The  best 
trade  is  usually  in  iron  and  steel  angles,  bars,  cobbles  and  wire 
shorts,  hoops,  joists,  pipes,  rails,  sheets  and  plates,  galvanized  sheets 
and  wire,  lead  in  pigs  and  bars,  brass  and  copper,  and  quicksilver. 
Foreign  Sundry  Imports. 

The  importation  of  sundry  foreign  goods  into  Foochow  totaled 
nearly  $3,000,000  during  1917!  Before  the  Avar  the  Japanese  followed 
the  usual  custom  of  competing  Avith  American  and  British  manufac- 
turers through  agencies  established  at  Hongkong  and  Shanghai. 
Now  local  importations  of  Japanese  goods  are  shipped  from  Japan 
direct.  The  energetic  commercial  campaign  throughout  the  Province 
instituted  by  the  Japanese  firms  is  responsible  for  the  growing  de- 
mand for  Japanese  manufactured  goods.  With  such  competition  to 
meet,  the  American  manufacturer  will  find  difficulty  in  the  introduc- 
tion of  goods  by  correspondence  and  catalogue  methods.  As  the 
majority  of  the  native  population  are  ignorant  of  English,  advertis- 
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ing  in  Chinese  newspapers  is  a  very  important  method  of  introduc- 
ing new  goods  and  new  brands. 

The  trade  in  buttons,  matches,  clocks,  umbrolhis,  salt  fish,  and  coal 
was  monopolized  by  the  Japanese  manufacturers.  In  lampware  and 
importations  of  machinery  the  Japanese  had  at  least  GO  per  cent,  the 
remainder  being  ini])orted  from  the  United  States  and  (ireat  Bi'it'ain. 
Candles  and  laundry  soap  were  imported  mostly  from  (ireat  Britain, 
but  a  small  share  of  the  trade  went  to  the  Japanese  and  Americans. 
Clocks  now  sold  in  the  local  market  were  practically  all  imported 
from  Japan,  while  the  watch  trade  is  shared  equally  by  the  Ameri- 
can, French,  and  Swiss.  Cigarettes  came  chiefly  from  England, 
while  most  of  the  enameled  ware  Avas  imported  from  Japan.  Elec- 
trical materials  and  fittings  were  imported  from  Great  Britain, 
Japan,  and  the  United  States.  The  larger  part  of  the  trade  in  glass- 
ware and  umbrellas  was  in  Japanese  and  British  articles,  the 
former  predominating.  British  uianufacturers  have  the  bulk  of  the 
trade  in  looking-glass  and  mirrors,  paints  and  oils,  wax,  and  leather. 
Photographic  materials,  analine  dyes,  and  colors  were  imported 
chiefly  from  Japan,  Great  Britain,  and  the  United  States,  the  latter 
ranking  a  poor  third.  Japanese  importations  lead  in  toilet  soapj 
perfumery,  cosmetics,  and  haberdashery.  Except  a  small  importa- 
tion from  the  United  States,  window-glass  shipments  came  entirely 
from  Japan.  Hosiery  is  .supplied  chiefly  by  the  Japanese  and 
British  manufacturers.  Most  of  the  trade  in  condensed  milk  is  in  the 
British  article.  Needles  were  imported  mostly  from  Japan  and  the 
United  States.  Importations  of  kerosene  oil  were  chiefly  in  the 
American  article,  the  British  oil  ranking  a  close  second.  Japanese 
oil  is  being  importetl  in  increased  quantities,  but  the  competition  has 
not  yet  proved  formidable.  Engine  oil  and  paraffin  wax  are  also 
mostly  of  British  and  Americ<an  origin. 
Hardware  Trade  Now  with  Japan  and  America. 

The  trade  in  hardware  amounts  annually  to  about  $35,000.  Most 
of  the  importations  came  from  Great  Britain  before  the  war,  but 
the  existing  conditions  have  caused  a  heavy  loss  to  the  British  manu- 
facturers. A  few  lines  of  simple  hardware  supplies  are  manufac- 
tured by  the  natives,  but  the  bulk  of  the  demand  for  hardAvare  is  now 
in  the  »Japanese  and  American  manufactured  articles.  In  a  few  of 
the  cheaper  lines  of  Japanese  hardware  the  European  or  American 
manufacturers  could  not  possibly  compete,  but  in  many  household 
articles  and  tools,  such  as  bevels,  bicycles,  bits,  door  bolts,  chisels, 
clippers,  cutlery,  files,  hammers,  hinges,  lamps,  white  lead,  nails, 
padlocks,  paints,  saws,  screw  drivers,  screws,  shears,  squares,  tacks, 
vises,  and  wrenches,  the  Japanese  manufacturers  must  give  way  to 
the  better  goods  imported  from  Europe  and  the  Ignited  States,  which, 
owing  to  finish  and  quality,  appeal  to  the  native  buyer. 
Principal  Exports. 

Tea  is  the  only  important  item  in  the  list  of  declared  exports  to 
the  United  States.  The  values  of  shipments  invoiced  at  the  Foo- 
chow  consulate  during  101(5  and  1017  were:  Curios,  $3,014  and 
$5,204:  household  goods.  $877  ajid  $1,177;  porcelain  ware,  $4,240  iind 
nil;  quills,  cut,  nil  and  $3,080:  and  tea,  $:)(;0,8S0  and  $343,110; 
total,  $577,524  in  lOlG  and  $353,477  in  1017.     Goods  valued  at  $878 
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in  1!>U'.  iiiul  $1,090  in  1917  Avorc  sent  to  the  Philippines;  exports  to 
Hinvaii  in  lOlG  totaled  $107  and  in  1917,  nil.      ,  ,     .        ^, 

The  principal  articles  exported  from  Foochow  during  the  past 
two  years  are  shoNvn  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


-Mum,  while pounds.. 

Bamboo: 

Shoiits do — 

Split 4°  ■• 

Carapiior do ... . 

Canes .pieces 

Fcathcr.=;,    duck    and    fowl, 

pounds --■ 

l.acqucr  ware pounds . 

Lampblack do... 

Lungnsnns,  dried do. . . 

Medicines value. 

Molybdenum  ore. .  .pounds. 

Mushrooms do. . . 

Oil, tea do... 

Olives,  fresh do. . . 

Oranges,  fresh do... 

Vaper do... 


iftie 


713,333 

13, 090, 000 

4,  COS, 133 

60,'2fi6 

553, 570 

129,466 

3,0C6 

971,466 

311,333 

$45,588 


1917 


100,533 

187, 733 

5,320,400 

9, 780, 533 

11,751,600 


31,600  I 

7,515,200 

3,901,066 

52,.'>33 

244,760 

96,000 

800 

817,333 

171,600 

$60,275 

9,200 

392,933 

382,400 

5, 457, 806 

7,119,406 

10, 409, 806 


Articles. 


Paper,  joss pounds. , 

riums,    dried    and    salted, 

pounds 

I'otatoos,  sweet pounds. 

Peed,  Illy  flower do. . . 

Silk,  waste do... 

Tea: 

niack do... 

Oreen do... 

Briek,  black do — 

Timber: 

Beams,  softwood. pieces . 

Planks sq.ft. 

For   kerosene-oil  cases, 

etc boxes. 

Treasure,  silver  coins,  value. 
Umbrellas,  paper  — pieces . 
Wood  polos do. . . 


igi6 


1,314,800 

331,3.13 

3,454,400 

119,200 

8.133 


1017 


770,800 

534,800 

2,540,333 

81,333 

5,000 


25,378,6<16  P*,  .WO,  800 
13,786,533  11,(>11,73;{ 
1,314,133         303,806 


2,150 
7,379,154 

186,719 

SI,  829, 464 

774,776 

489,332 


1,010 
6,  T76, 723 

04,567 
Sl,3e6,412 
591,797 
447,967 


Tea  Crop  Decreased— Stocks  Held  Over. 

The  commercial  welfare  of  Foochow  will  always  be  dependent 
upon  its  export  trade  in  tea,  the  chief  commodity.  The  stoppage  ot 
tea  importation  into  England,  the  scarcity  of  tonnage,  and  the  high 
rate  of  exchange  were  the  causes  of  a  decreased  crop  yield  ot  about 
lo  per  cent.  Shipments  of  black  tea  during  1917  totaled  18,.o0,800 
pounds,  valued  at  $5,300,000,  and  of  green  tea  l^-^l'^?^  P^^"' f; 
valued  at  $3,000,000.  Most  of  the  green  tea  was  shipped  to  Wh 
China  ports.'  Total  shipments  from  the  port  aggregated  30,49G,3JJ 
pounds,  valued  at  about  $8,300,000,  the  quantity  figure  showing  a 
decline  of  about  25  per  cent  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year. 
Shipments  to  the  United  States  amounted  to  l,359,5o9  po"nds 

At  the  commencement  of  1917,  with  the  exception  of  4,000  halt 

chests  (half  chest  contains  44  to  58  pounds),  practically  no  stocks 

were  held  over.     The  stocks  held  over  during  the  prcA-ious  two  years 

were  responsible  for  a  very  small  crop  of. oolongs.     The  i^^av    ^as  of 

the  first  crop  appeared  during  the  beginning  of  June.     Floweiy 

pekoes  were  a  poor  crop  and  the  total  arrivals  of  all  teas  showed  a 

decreased  yield  of  about  15  per  cent.     Congous  w-erc  better  than  the 

previous  year,  but  the  quantity  was  40  per  cent  shor       Souchong 

Arrivals  were  less  than  half  of  last  year,  and  practically  no  sett  e- 

ments  were  arranged  up  to  the  beginning  of  August.     Shipments 

of  souchongs  to  France  were  almost  impossible  owing  to  want  ot 

car-o  space     With  the  exception  of  the  Russian  clemand  and  a  few 

shipments  to  the  United   States,  practically    ittlc  trade  occurred 

during  the  year.     The  total  arrivals  of  all  teas  during  the  year  were : 

Concrous,  159.900  half  chests;  souchongs,  30,000  half  chests;  oolongs, 

8,500  half  chests;  flowery  pekoes,  9,500  chests;  and  orange-scented 

pekoes,  2,685  boxes.     Stocks  remaining  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the 

year   were:   Congous,  45,000   half    chests;    souchongs,   lo.OOO   hall 

chests ;  oolongs,  5,200  half  chests ;  and  pekoes,  800  chests. 

The  native  grower  failed  to  pick  any  souchong  or  oolong  for  a 
third  crop,   confining   his  efforts  to   the  congou   grade.     The  tea 
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season  closed  during  the  latter  part  of  November.  The  trade  in 
gi*een  tea  was  fair,  the  native  shippers  of  this  product  realizing;  a 
good  profit.  Most  of  the  green  tea  is  for  native  consumption  and  is 
usually  scented  with  jasmine  and  chloranthus.  The  local  brick-tea 
factory  had  a  poor  year,  owing  to  the  troubles  in  Russia.  Exports 
were  but  300,000  pounds,  having  declined  more  than  1,000,000  pounds. 
The  brick  tea  is  packed  in  bamboo  crates  containing  80  bricks  of  a 
total  weight  of  200  pounds. 

Wooden  Pole  Exports. 

Wooden  poles  form  one  of  the  principal  articles  exported  from 
Foochow.  The  value  of  those  received  from  the  interior  in  1917  was 
about  $2,000,000.  The  2J:-inch  timber  is  nearly  exhausted,  and  it  is 
becoming  more  difficult  to  obtain  the  18-inch  size.  In  recent  years 
reforestation  methods  have  considerably  improved,  owing  to  the 
interest  .shown  by  the  provincial  officials  in  conserving  this  industry. 
The  trade  during  the  year  Avas  dull,  owing  to  the  high  cost  of  the 
product  and  the  bad  conditions  prevailing  in  North  China.  High 
exchange  also  affected  the  shipments  to  Formosa.  Wooden  poles 
are  exported  chiefly  by  native  junks  to  Shanghai,  Ningpo,  and 
Tientsin. 

Manufacture  of  Paper  and  Tin  Foil. 

The  production  of  paper  in  this  district  during  1917  Avas  valued  at 
about  $1,800,000.  The  paper  is  manufactured  in  the  upper  river 
districts  of  bamboo  fiber.  Move  than  half  the  production  is  white 
paper  and  is  used  chiefly  for  note  paper.  A  cheaper  brown  paper 
for  wall  or  Avrapping  is  manufactured,  the  output  being  valued  at 
approximately  $500,000.  The  cheapest  product  is  a  thin  brown  paper 
used  for  burning  at  religious  ceremonies,  the  output  of  this  grade 
being  valued  at  $450,000.  The  total  production  of  tin  foil  during 
1917  was  402,000  pounds,  valued  at  $513,000.  About  260,000  pounds 
were  used  locally  for  coating  joss  paper.  The  remainder  found  its 
way  to  Kiangsi  Province  by  overland  route.  About  2,500  persons, 
including  women  and  children,  are  employed  in  the  industry. 

TTmbrellas,  Lacquer  Wai'c,  and  Horn  Combs. 

The  manufacture  of  umbrellas  (split  bamboo  and  waterproof 
paper)  had  a  poor  year,  the  output  in  1917  being  750,000  pieces, 
valued  at  $110,000.  Since  the  introduction  of  the  cheap  foreign  cloth 
umbrella  this  industry  has  gradually  declined  until  now  the  demand 
is  chiefly  confined  to  the  Straits  Settlements,  The  designs  supplied 
were  of  the  usual  pattern  in  red,  green,  and  black.  About  40  shops 
Avere  engaged  in  the  lacquer-Avare  industry.  A  decline  in  outjiut  of 
at  least  25  per  cent  occurred.  A  good  trade  is  held  Avith  Singapore 
and  the  Straits  Settlements.  The  total  value  of  the  production  in 
1917  Avas  nearly  $100,000.  The  high  exchange  affected  also  the  horn 
comb  industry,  the  demand  for  this  product  in  Malaysia,  the  prin- 
cipal district  of  consumption,  having  declined.  About  55  shops  Avere 
engaged  in  the  industry,  the  output  in  1917  being  valued  at  $90,000. 
More  than  000  hands  Avere  employed,  and  the  product  compared 
favorably  Avith  the  best  combs  of  foreign  manufacture.  The  horn 
used  is  imported  from  Hongkong  and  Shanghai. 
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Local  Soap  Factories — Manufacture  of  Condensed  Milk, 

The  niaiuifactiiic  of  a  cheai)  lauiulry  soap  is  now  also  an  estab- 
lished iiithistry  ol"  the  port,  the  prodiiclion  of  the  seven  factories  dur- 
in<r  1S)17  amount  iiii;  to  about  l>1.0()0  boxes,  vahied  at  $40,000.  About 
a  dozen  diU'ereut  kinds  of  soap  are  nianufactuied,  the  article  being 
l)ut  up  in  boxes  of  7ii  twin  bars.  The  hi^h  prices  of  the  foreign  soaps 
have  very  much  increased  the  sale  of  I  lie  local  product  in  Foochow 
and  vicinity. 

Several  local  factories  are  engaged  in  tlie  manufacture  of  con- 
densed milk,  using  buffalo  milk.  The  output  in  1917  reached  about 
150,000  tins.  None  of  the  milk  is  exported,  the  product  being  con- 
sunied  entirely  in  Foochow  and  interior  districts. 

The  high  cost  of  materials  and  financial  difiiculties  were  causes 
which  led  to  the  clo.sing  of  two  industries,  the  canned  goods  and  the 
match  factories. 

A  new  modern  brick  factory,  with  a  capital  of  $70,000,  was  estab- 
lished during  the  3'ear.  Second-hand  machinery  costing  20,000  yen 
and  purchased  in  Japan  has  been  installed. 

Sugar  Supplants  the  Poppy — Salt  a  Government  Monopoly. 

The  planting  of  sugar  cane  in  districts  near  Foochow  in  place  of 
the  inhibited  poi)py  has  of  late  become  an  important  agricultural 
industry.  About  400,000  pounds  of  white  sugar,  valued  at  $30,000, 
were  shijiped  to  Foochow  during  1917.  The  production  of  the 
cheaper  red  sugar  in  slab  was  1,000,000  pounds. 

One  of  the  chief  industries  of  the  Province  is  the  manufacture  of 
salt  by  evaporation  of  sea  water.  The  trade  in  salt  is  a  Government 
monopoly;  the  sale  of  the  foreign  manufactured  product  to  the  native 
population  is  forbidden.  The  price  paid  to  the  salt  producers  by 
the  Government  ranges  from  $0.25  to  $1  Mexican  per  picul  of  133J 
pounds;  such  picul  was  sold  in  the  market  for  $2.50  ^lexican.  The 
net  proceeds  in  1917  from  the  salt  industry  were  more  than  $1,800,000. 
Total  shipments  to  neighboring  Provinces  amounted  to  more  than 
00,000  tons.  , 

Eice  Crops — Vegetable  Indigo. 

Two  crops  of  rice,  known  as  spring  and  winter  crops,  are  raised 
annually  in  the  Foochow  district.  The  floods  caused  by  the  heavy 
rains  in  the  early  spring  seriously  affected  the  spring  crop,  but  the 
good  weather  prevailing  in  the  late  summer  and  fall  helped  to  pro- 
duce a  bountiful  winter  crop.  Total  arrivals  from  the  interior  during 
1917  amounted  to  nearly  00,000  tons.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing, 
about  3,300  tons  of  glutinous  rice  arrived  in  Foochow  during  the  year 
from  the  interior  districts. 

Previous  to  the  Avar  the  annual  importation  of  artificial  indigo 
into  tliis  district  amounted  to  approximately  0,000  drums,  each  con- 
taining a  picul,  and  costing  from  $10  to  $50  Mexican  ($28  to  $35 
gold).  The  indigo  imported  came  chiefly  from  Belgium,  France,  and 
(Jermany.  The  cheapness  of  the  artificial  product  practical!}^  killed 
the  old  and  long-standing  native  industry  of  vegetable  indigo  manu- 
facture. Importations  from  Euroi^c  after  the  war  soon  ceased,  and 
the  small  stocks  became  exhausted,  the  last  few  drums  selling  for 
as  high  as  $200  Mexican    ($189.28  gold)    each.     Vegetable  indigo 
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onco  more  regained  its  former  trade  and  is  now  everywhere  replacing 
the  artificial  product.  The  principal  place  of  production  in  this 
locality  is  the  Yenping  district,  and  during  the  past  year  about 
300,000  pounds  were  shipped  to  Foochow. 

Camphor  Industry  Dwindling. 

Shipments  of  camphor  have  declined  to  such  an  extent  that  indi- 
cations arc  that  this  once  lucrative  trade  has  disappeared  perma- 
nently. The  camphor  industry  has  been  short  lived.  Prior  to  1902 
the  quantity  of  camphor  exported  was  practically  nil.  From  that 
year  the  production  steadily  increased  until  in  1907  the  industry 
produced  one  of  the  leading  exports.  From  more  than  2,600,000 
pounds  attained  in  1907  the  export  trade  declined  to  60,000  pounds 
during  1917.  This  trade  has  boon  ruined  by  excessive  exploitation 
on  the  part  of  the  natives  in  the  absence  of  official  control.  The 
present  market  price  of  caniplior  is  $70  per  picul  of  1.3.3;\  pounds,  and 
camphor  oil  $21  per  picul. 

Increased  Exports  of  Mushrooms. 

The  exportation  of  mushrooms  during  1917  increased  from  a 
100,000-pound  crop  in  1910  to  300,000  pounds.  The  increase  was 
due  to  large  increase  in  "  spring  "  mushrooms.  The  prices  per  picul 
of  133^  pounds  varied  from  $61.88  to  $87.36,  according  to  the  quality. 
The  mushrooms  are  grown  in  interior  districts  from  rotten  hard- 
wood trees.  The  trees  are  felled  and  cuts  from  1  to  2  inches  in  depth 
are  made  crosswise  on  the  logs.  Then  urine  is  poured  over  these 
logs  left  on  the  mountains  under  a  covering  of  straw  until  they  rot, 
when  the  mushrooms  grow.  The  harvest  seasons  are  winter  and  early 
spring,  wdiich  ^ivcs  rise  to  the  names  of  the  two  varieties  on  the 
market,  the  "  winter  "  mushroom  and  the  "  spring  "  mushroom.  The 
"  winter  "  mushroom  is  considered  by  the  Chinese  to  be  the  better  of 
the  two  because  it  has  a  better  flavor.  Snow,  frost,  and  rain  are 
all  necessary  to  insure  a  good  crop,  as  moisture  is  an  essential  factor 
for  mushroom  growth.  Mushrooms  are  exported  in  dried  condition. 
Shipments  from  interior  points  are  packed  in  bamboo  baskets. 
They  arc  repacked  at  Foochow  in  wooden  boxes  covered  with  bamboo 
mats,  each  box  containing  about  260  pounds,  and  are  exported  chiefly 
to  Hongkong  and  Shanghai. 

Bamboo  Shoots,  Dried  and  Fresh. 

Bamboo  shoots  arc  one  of  the  leading  articles  of  export.  Because 
of  the  lack  of  rain  the  production  declined  about  35  per  cent.  Total 
shipments  amounted  to  7,515,200  pounds,  valued  at  $627,000.  The 
prices  during  the  year  were  good  because  of  the  short  crop.  There 
are  two  varieties,  fresh  and  dried.  The  fresh  variety  is  known  as 
the  winter  stock.  Practically  all  of  this  variety  was  shipped  to 
Shanghai,  exports  being  packed  in  bamboo  crates  containing  about 
150  pounds.  The  dried  variety  consists  of  three  kinds,  the  round, 
the  square,  and  the  smoked.  The  round  variet}^  is  shipped  to  Shang- 
hai packed  in  bamboo  crates  containing  from  186  to  213  pounds. 
The  square  variety  is  shipi^ed  to  Hankow  packed  in  bamboo  crate.<i 
containing  350  pounds.  The  smoked  shoots  are  entirely  consumed 
locally. 
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Orange  Production  Decreased. 

The  ])iO(liicti()n  diirinrr  ]017  amounted  to  about  5,000  tons,  a  de- 
cline of  about  ;U)  1)01-  ccMit  fi-oui  the  lOlG  crop.  Exports  amounted 
to  7.000,000  i)oun(l.s  ajrainst  0,770,000  in  lOlG.  Most  of  the  fruit 
finds  its  Avay  to  North  China  jwrts.  Because  of  the  short  crop,  the 
prices  prevailing  durinf;  tlie  year  were  higher  than  usual.  The 
prices  per  picul  of  133..',  pounds  ranged  from  $1.82  to  $2.77.  The 
oranges  are  packed  in  tubs  containing  180  pounds  when  shipped  to 
North  China  ports  and  in  tubs  of  40  pounds  when  shipped  to  South 
China  ports. 

Olive  Exports,  Fresh  and  Salted. 

The  production  of  olives  during  1917  was  practically  the  same  as 
that  of  the  preceding  year.  Most  of  the  crop  was  shipped  to  North 
China  ports,  Shanghai  being  the  best  consumer.  All  of  tlie  olives 
are  grown  in  the  western  section  of  this  consular  district.  There  are 
three  varieties  of  olives,  the  Tanhsuan,  Changyin,  and  the  Feiyuan, 
the  first  named  excelling  in  quality  and  production.  The  totalship- 
ments  from  this  port  during  1.917  were  5,800,000  pounds,  valued  at 
$131,000.  The  olives  are  exported  both  fresh  and  salted,  those  of 
poorer  quality  being  salted.  Those  shipped  to  North  China  ports 
are  packed  in  tubs  of  80  pounds,  while  those  shipped  to  Hongkong 
are  packed  in  boxes  containing  207  pounds.  The  Tanhsuan  variety 
sold  at  $3.0-1,  and  the  Changyin  and  Feiyuan  varieties  at  $2.18  per 
l^icul  of  133^  pounds. 

Electric  Light  Demand  Heavy. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  lights  installed  increased  from 
30,000  to  45,000,  one-third  of  which  are  under  meter  control,  the 
remainder  being  paid  for  at  a  flat  monthly  rate  per  lamp.  The 
ordinary  installation  fee  is  $3  Mexican  ($l'Mexican=$0.728  gold) 
per  lamp,  but  in  order  to  induce  more  people  to  put  in  lights  this 
fee  is  waived  for  the  first  two  months.  Subscribers  on  the  flat-rate 
basis  pay  $1  Mexican  per  lamp  where  the  lights  are  less  than  10. 
Where  meters  are  installed  the  rate  of  $0.28  Mexican  per  unit, 
with  an  additional  charge  of  $1.50  Mexican  per  month  for  meter 
rent.  Owing  to  the  high  cost  of  coal  the  company  now  proposes 
to  increase  the  rate  per  unit  to  $0.30  Mexican  or  more  in  the 
near  future.  Although  the  lighting  system  has  been  well  extended 
all  over  the  city  the  demand  for  service  is  so  large  that  the  present 
plant  of  two  steam  turbines,  each  of  1,000  kihnvatt,  can  not  furnish 
suflicient  power.  Another  1,000-kilowatt  turbine  engine  ordered 
from  Japan  will  arrive  soon.  Shares  to  the  amount  of  $300,000 
Mexican  were  sold  during  the  year  in  order  to  increase  the  capital. 

Foochow  Telephone  Company  Flourishing. 

The  Foochow  Telephone  Co.  is  a  private  stock  company  with  a 
capital  of  $45,000  Mexican  ($32,700  gold).  The  number  of  sub- 
scribers increased  to  500,  which  is  about  the  limit  of  the  capacity  of 
the  five  switchboards  now  in  operation.  The  company  proposes  to 
install  more  switchboards  so  that  the  service  can  be  extended.  Since 
the  adoption  of  the  double-Avire  system  the  service  has  been  improved 
greatly.    The  English-speaking  operators  now  number  20,  the  men 
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•working  in  four-hour  shifts  of  six  men  each.     The  subscription  fee 
for  an  ordinary  wall  telephone  is  $00  Mexican  ($43.68  gold)  per  year, 
and  for  the  niitrophono  $72  [Mexican  ($52.42  gold)  per  year.     Half 
price  is  charged  for  one  switch  telephone. 
American  Business  House  Advocated  at  Hongkong  and  Shanghai. 

Most  of  the  foreign  manufactured  goods  are  imported  from  Hong- 
kong and  Shanghai  by  the  native  merchants  through  brokers  or 
agents.  The  promotion  of  American  trade  in  South  China  can  best 
be  accomplished  by  the  establishment  in  Hongkong  or  Shanghai 
of  American  business  houses  or  connections,  the  latter  euiploying 
capable  representatives  to  cover  the  ground  at  regular  intervals. 
Low  prices  would  necessarily  have  to  be  quoted  at  the  outset  in  order 
to  successfully  compete.  Whenever  possible  quotations  shoiild  be 
made  c.  i.  f.  Foochow,  Shanghai,  or  Hongkong.  The  present  rate  of 
exchange  favors  an  increased  trade  in  many  lines  of  foreign  manu- 
factured goods.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  of  late  products  of 
American  manufacture  have  been  imported  in  increased  quantities 
and  are  in  high  favor,  and  the  appearance  of  an  American  firm  or 
representative  in  this  district  would  be  heartily  welcomed  by  the 
native  merchants.  ■ 
Shipping  Facilities. 

Except  for  an  occasional  tea  steamer  there  are  no  direct  shipping 
facilities  between  this  port  and  the  United  States.  Cargo  consigned 
to  and  from  this  district  must  be  transshipped  at  either  Hongkong 
or  Shanghai.  Cargo  can  be  shipped  to  and  from  American  points 
via  Pacific.  Panama,  or  Suez  routes.  The  sole  means  of  communica- 
tion between  this  district  and  the  nearby  trade  centers  of  Shanghai 
and  Hongkong  is  by  sea.  In  normal  times  a  semi-weekly  service 
with  both  ports  »is  maintained.  Export  shipments  to  the  United 
States  can  be  arranged  through  local  agents  of  the  American, 
British,  and  Japanese  shipping  companies,  and  through  shipments 
from  the  United  States  to  this  port  are  also  a  matter  of  easy 
arrangement. 

Credit  and  Terms  of  Payment. 

In  the  opinion  of  this  oflice  all  initial  orders  shipped  to  an}^  native 
firm  should  be  sent  cadi  against  shipping  documents,  amount  of 
invoice  being  made  payable  at  Foochow  through  one  of  the  local 
foreign  banks.  The  trade  Avith  the  local  firm  once  established,  a 
credit  of  30  to  90  days  after  receipt  of  goods  could  be  extended. 
Where  such  credit  is  given  the  native  firms  of  good  connnercial 
standing  can  readily  furnish  security  for  the  amount  of  the  invoice 
in  the  shape  of  a  guaranty  bond  executed  by  one  or  more  reputable 
firms.  Until  American  l)anks  are  established  more  generally  in 
China,  American  firms  must  not  expect  the  same  advantages  accorded 
their  more  favored  British  and  Japanese  competitors.  This  office 
will  be  glad  to  assist  in  the  promotion  of  direct  trade  between  local 
native  merchants  and  American  firms  in  the  ITnited  States  but  it 
should  be  recognized  that  such  trade  can  be  effected  only  with  the 
few  firms  abli^  to  correspond  in  English.  American  merchants  will 
experience  nnuh  dilliculty  in  doing  business  in  this  U)cality  on  a 
cash-before-shipment  basis. 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMERCE  REPORTS. 


Tariff  Rates  and  Regulations. 

Most  of  the  articles  of  forein^n  manufacture  pay  an  ad  valorem 
duty  of  o  per  cent  in  China.  The  duty  on  most  cotton  and  woolen 
goods,  tinned  jrroceries,  needles,  shoes  and  boots,  oils  (kerosene  and 
lubricating:),  paper,  thread,  tools,  timber,  umbrellas,  wines,  and  cotton 
J'arn  is  a  specific  one,  the  amount  collected  bein^  less  than  the  ad 
A-alorcm  charge  applied  generally.  The  importation  of  salt  for  sale 
to  the  native  population  is  abs^olutely  forbidden.  No  duty  is  applied 
on  foreign  rice,  cereals,  and  flour;  printed  books,  charts,  maps, 
periodicals,  and  newspapers;  samples  in  reasonable  quantities  and 
certified  to  be  for  show  and  not  for  sale.  Except  nnder  certain 
prescribed  conditions  import  trade  is  prohibited  in  all  arms,  ammu- 
nition, and  munitions  of  war. 
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